Name: ______________________________
Date: _______________________


Lab 6
Making a Chemical Rock
Objectives: At the conclusion of this activity the student will be able to:
1.  identify a method of rock formation for chemical rocks.
2.  infer how the process of precipitation is used in other methods of rock formation.

3.  modify procedures to manipulate an outcome.
Materials: hot plate, 40mL water, graduated cylinder, 250 mL beaker, balance, and salt (NaCl)
Procedure:

1.  Measure out approximately 40 mL of water in the graduated cylinder.  Pour the water into the 250 mL beaker.

2.  Measure approximately 0.5 grams of salt (NaCl) on the balance.  Draw a diagram of the crystals in the observation section.

3.  Transfer the salt to the 250 mL beaker that contains the water.  Mix until all of the salt dissolves.  Record your observations as an illustration under the heading “Beaker Before.”
3.  Place 250 mL beaker with the salt solution on the hot plate at 400°C.  Observe you beaker and remove from hot plate using tongs or gloves when there isn’t any water left in the beaker. Record your observations as an illustration under the heading “Beaker After.”
Observations:
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Questions:

1.  What happened to the salt when you mixed it with the water?
2.  Where did the water go after you placed the beaker on the hot plate?  What is this process called?

Conclusion:

1.  What mineral formation process did you perform during this lab? 
2.  How can you modify the procedure to make a clastic sedimentary rock?
3.  How can you modify the procedure to control the size of the crystals during the formation of the chemical rock?
