Name: ______________________________
Date: _______________________


Rocks and Minerals 6
Objective: Use the “Scheme for Sedimentary Rock Identification.”
Vocabulary: lithification, cementation, compaction, desiccation, clastic
Guiding Questions:
1. Compare and contrast fragmental (clastic), organic, and chemical sedimentary rocks. (Focus on method of formation!)
2. Why is grain size so important when classifying inorganic land-derived sedimentary rocks? 

Activities:
1. Read Prentice Hall pages 75 – 79.
2. Complete “Section 3.3 Sedimentary Rocks.”
3. Practice using the “Scheme for Sedimentary Rock Identification” with the RM6 Guided Instruction.
4. Complete RM6 Justified Regents Questions (JRQ).
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INORGANIC LAND-DERIVED SEDIMENTARY ROCKS

TEXTURE

GRAIN SIZE

COMPOSITION

COMMENTS

ROCK NAME

MAP SYMBOL

Clastic
(fragmental)

Pebbles, cobbles,
and/or boulders
embedded in sand,
silt, and/or clay

Sand
(0.2 t0 0.006 cm)

sitt
(0.006 to 0.0004 cm)

Clay
(less than 0.0004 cm)

Mostly
quartz,
feldspar, and
clay minerals;
may contain
fragments of
other rocks
and minerals

Rounded fragments

Conglomerate
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oS

Angular fragments

Breccia

Fine to coarse

Sandstone

Very fine grain

Siltstone

Compact; may split
easily

Shale

CHEMICALLY AND/OR ORGANICALLY FORMED SEDIMENTARY ROCKS

TEXTURE

GRAIN SIZE

COMPOSITION

COMMENTS

ROCK NAME

MAP SYMBOL

Crystalline

Varied

Varied

Halite

Gypsum

Crystals from
chemical
precipitates
and evaporites

Rock Salt

Rock Gypsum

Varied

Dolomite

Dolostone

Bioclastic

Microscopic to coarse

Varied

Calcite

Carbon

Cemented shell
fragments or precipitates
of biologic origin

From plant remains

Limestone

Coal





